Key Scriptures

Who is James?

James 1:1
James, a servant of God and of the
Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve
tribes scattered among the nations:

Opening.

Galatians 1:18-20 NLT
18 Then three years later I went to
Jerusalem to get to know Peter,
and I stayed with him for fifteen
days. 19 The only other apostle I
met at that time was James, the
Lord’s brother. 20 I declare before
God that what I am writing to you
is not a lie. …
Matthew 13:55
55 “Isn’t this the carpenter’s
son? Isn’t his mother’s name Mary,
and aren’t his brothers James, Joseph, Simon and Judas?
1 Corinthians 15:7-8
7 Then he appeared to James, then
to all the apostles, 8 and last of all
he appeared to me also, as to one
abnormally born.
John 7:3-5
3 Jesus’ brothers said to him,
“Leave Galilee and go to Judea, so
that your disciples there may see
the works you do. 4 No one who
wants to become a public figure
acts in secret. Since you are doing
these things, show yourself to the
world.” 5 For even his own brothers
did not believe in him.
2 Corinthians 5:17
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the
new creation has come: The old
has gone, the new is here!



What is the most common first name in your contacts list (smart phone book)?

James is one of the epistles in the Bible written by it was named after. It’s not a very
long letter, but there is so much to explore and learn in it. Last Sunday, Pastor Jon introduced us to the author and taught us the powerful effects of an authentic and vibrant
faith. Together, we’re going to learn some fantastic insights from this letter but we start
with a look into the life of the author himself.

Think Through.


From Pastor’s message last Sunday, we learned that there were three men named
James in the New Testament. Can you identify each of them?



According to our study, the James who wrote the epistle was actually the halfbrother of the Lord Jesus Christ himself (read Matthew 13:55 and Mark 6:3).



James did not become a believer in Jesus until he witnessed something extraordinary. What did he witness (read 1 Corinthians 15:7-8)?

Share your insight.
When it comes to learning from the life of James, the brother of Jesus, there is one
thing that stands out above the rest, and it is this: the resurrected Christ has the power
to change lives. Like the religious leaders of their day, James had seen Jesus perform
countless miracles, but none of that convinced him that Jesus was the Messiah (John
7:5). But when he witnessed the resurrected Jesus his entire life changed. He went
from skeptic to believer to church leader. What principles in the sermon are you applying immediately?


Can you share briefly what brought you to faith in Jesus?



How did Jesus change your life?



Why is one’s personal life-change the best gauge to the authenticity of their relationship with God? (2 Corinthians 5:17)

Pray for one another.
1.

Think of that one person who needs a genuine encounter with God. Pray for that
you God will use you to help that person encounter God and receive Jesus.

2.

Set a growth goal for your own DGroup. Pray that God will bring more new people
into your DGroup, and our church—people who will know Christ through you.

