sing: | BELIEVE (Wickham)

Introduction: As the walls were rebuilt, God’s people were being built up. Nehemiah gathers the people to
prepare for the dedication of the wall and the Feast of Tabernacles, as he organizes a genealogy of those
returning from exile. This is a beautiful analogy of the continuing work of building the church!

Scripture: Nehemiah 7:1-73

The outline of the Sunday sermon is as follows:
1. THE IMPORTANCE OF WORSHIP
As soon as the walls were finished, the first people Nehemiah called on were the musicians and priests.
2. THE IMPORTANCE OF CHARACTER
Nehemiah carefully assigned people of integrity and godliness to perform important sacred roles.
3. THE IMPORTANCE OF LEGACY
The chapter teaches us the importance of building a strong spiritual legacy.
4. THE IMPORTANCE OF PERSONAL FAITH.
While heritage is valuable, personal faith in God is fundamental.

1. Read Nehemiah 6:15-19. What is going on in this passage? Spend some time talking specifically about verse 16.
What do you think that verse means?

2. Now that the wall is finished, Israel’'s enemies tremble in fear because “they perceived that this work had been
accomplished with the help of our God” (verse 16). God caused the work to succeed. He is the reason—and their
enemies now know it. God's sovereignty is on full display, and He is glorified among the nations. What do you think
it means for something or someone to glorify God2 How do we give

glory to God?

3. The Bible regularly connects God's sovereignty with God’s glory. Nehemiah was wise and worked hard. But that
is not why the nations “fell in their own esteem” (Nehemiah 6:16). What does this passage teach you about God's
sovereignty and God'’s glory?

4. Read Nehemiah 7:1-4. In one sense, Nehemiah understands the work is ordinary—construction is common and
often mundane. But in another sense, he understands the work is deeply significant. How about youe What work
and responisibilities fill your daye Do you view them as spiritually significant? If so, how?

5. It is one thing to glorify God when things are going well. But what about when things are not2 What about when
we suffere What does it look like in your life to glorify God in the face of suffering, sorrow, disappointment, or pain?

6. Is anyone facing any unique or challenging circumstances where it seems particularly hard to glorify God? Or,
are there any situations where it is hard to see how God could be glorified by your circumstances?

7.1n closing, spend some fime praying for one another, bringing these things to God in prayer, asking for provision,
and asking that He would be glorified in and through you in these circumstances.

¢ What are some of your biggest fears in sharing the following: Sharing the Gospel, Serving and Giving?
e Pray for one another about their fears that hinder them from obeying our God given roles of evangelizing,
serving and giving.



