
 
 

WELCOME.  

 

WORSHIP. Build My Life (Bethel Worship)  

 

WORD. Read John 21:14-23 

 

PAST AND FUTURE 

 

John 21:14-23 explores the tender, public restoration of Peter. After the resurrection, Peter feels the weight of his 

guilt returns to his past work as a fisherman. Jesus reminds Peter that his future cannot be found in the past. Jesus 

reveals to His purpose. Here are Pastor Harrison’s points: 

 

1. God’s mercy sees past our failures. 

2. God’s grace is more than enough to restore us. 

3. God’s purpose prevails over our passivity.  

4. God’s power is more than able to propel and sustain us in our calling. 

 

1. What was Peter’s mistake that made him feel disqualified? What’s one area of your past that you’ve believed 

disqualified you from God’s purpose?  

 

2. How does Jesus mirror Peter's mistake with his three-fold restoration, and why does Jesus emphasize feeding His 

sheep? 

 

3. Jesus asks, "Do you love me?" (using two different words for love: agape and phileo). Why do you think did 

Jesus use two different words for love? What are some of the things that we tend “love more” than Jesus?  

 

4. Jesus would not let Peter return to his past. Why doesn’t Jesus want us to return to who we were? 

 

5. What is God’s ultimate purpose for everyone of us whom He has called to His kingdom? 

 

6. What does Jesus mean by "another will dress you and carry you where you do not want to go," and how does 

this symbolize Peter's future martyrdom? 

 

WORK. Apply God’s Word: 

 

1. True Love: How is the depth of your love for Christ demonstrated through serving and caring for others? 

 

2. Overcoming Comparison: Peter immediately looks at John and asks about his path. When do you find yourself 

comparing your spiritual journey or calling to the lives of others? 

 

3. Unconditional Obedience: Jesus tells Peter, "You must follow me," regardless of what happens to anyone else. 

What are the distractions or anxieties keeping you from focusing on your own journey with Christ? 

 

4. Past Hurts: Peter denied Jesus three times but is given the chance to declare his love three times. How does 

Christ use your past failures to equip you for future ministry and empathy? 

 


